
 

 

 

 
 

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS FOR AN ARTIST RESIDENCY AND 
LUTHIER’S WORKSHOP PLACEMENT 
2026–2027 BIENNIAL PROGRAMME  

“Incubatore per mettersi in moto” 
“Professional Incubator for Emerging Luthiers” 

 
The Cultural Association Laboratorio di Liuteria Stefano Bertoli, which operates within the liutherie workshop 
of the same name in Milan and is responsible for promoting its activities, has launched the third edition of 
its call for applications, according to the terms and conditions set out below. 
This call is organised in collaboration with the Fondazione Cologni dei Mestieri d’Arte and the Fondazione 
Pro Canale. 

Publication of the Call:    1 July 2026 
Application Period:    1 September – 10 October 2026 
Publication of Results:    30 October 2026 
Beginning of the Residency Period: 1 December 2026 

INTRODUCTION 
 

What is Stefano Bertoli Lutherie Workshop  
The lutherie workshop (www.liutailab.it) was opened in 2017 by violin maker Stefano Bertoli, with the aim 
of undertaking the activity in a shared work space with other young artisans. A place where he could work 
but also have opportunities for exchange, professional growth and visibility. 
 

How does it work 
Currently, there are already other luthiers and violin makers in the workshop, who have been practicing for 
a some years and run the workshop together, with the goal of creating a professionally interesting 
environment for those who want to pursue this trade. There are five equipped individual stations and 
common areas, including a room equipped with main electric tools, to share. The winners will find their 
individual workbenches here, as well as the opportunity to use the common areas. 
 

Which are the goals of this call 

● to give those who already have specific training the opportunity to test themselves, consolidate their 
skills and develop their profession without immediately facing high start-up costs that risk blocking 
the development of their activities;  



● to provide opportunities for additional training moments oriented toward the development and 
management of one's own business, in a cooperative way with other artisans;  

● to enable them to gain visibility by expanding their network of contacts, deepening market 
knowledge and actively participating in the Association's communication events. 

 

Who is the sponsor   

● Fondazione Cologni dei Mestieri d'Arte is a private nonprofit institution, founded in Milan in 1995 by 
Franco Cologni, who is currently its president. Its initiatives, aimed at a "new Renaissance" of the 
artistic trades, are aimed above all at young people: training new generations of Maestri d'Arte, 
saving craft activities of excellence from the risk of disappearance that threatens them, is in fact one 
of the objectives that the Foundation pursues. To this end, it promotes, supports and implements a 
series of cultural, scientific and popular initiatives. 

● Pro Canale Foundation, based in Milan, manages and preserves an important collection of stringed 
instruments made available on loan to soloists, established career musicians working in major 
orchestras as well as young talents 

● L’Associazione Culturale “Laboratorio Liuteria Stefano Bertoli“ chairs and organizes cultural, social 
and communication activities to raise awareness of the project. 

 

Art. 1 – Purpose of the Call 
The project “Incubator for Getting Started” offers young violin makers the opportunity to develop their 
professional practice within a culturally stimulating environment that encourages exchange and 
collaboration with other professionals. 
The competition seeks to support and promote applicants who demonstrate a strong commitment to 
cooperation, research and experimentation. 
 

Art. 2 – Eligibility Requirements 
The competition is open to liuthers aged no more than 35 years, specialising in either bowed or plucked string 
instruments. Applicants who do not yet hold a VAT registration number (Partita IVA) will be required to obtain 
one within three months of the start of the residency period. 
 

Art. 3 – Management and Duration 
The residency offered consists of a free 24-month placement within the workshop. 
After the first 12 months, a review meeting will be held in order to assess progress and determine whether 
and how the residency should continue for the second year. 
 

Art. 4 – Services Provided 
In order to support the development of their professional activity, successful applicants will be provided with: 

- Professional Facilities 
Full use of the workshop, including: 
1. An individual workstation. Participants are only required to provide their own personal hand tools. 
2. Storage space for their materials. 
3. Access to the machinery and equipment necessary for their work. 
4. Assistance from a workshop coordinator for practical and operational needs. 
5. Insurance coverage for activities carried out within the workshop. 

 

Art. 5 – Responsibilities and Commitments of Successful Applicants 
Selected applicants shall undertake to participate in the various social and cultural initiatives organised by 
the Association, to propose activities that contribute to making the workshop a centre of musical and 
artisanal culture, and to ensure the workshop remains open during events, concerts and guided visits. 



Successful applicants are expected to maintain a regular presence within the workshop and, during the 
agreed residency period, to complete at least three instruments, which may be used in concerts organised 
throughout the year. 
Throughout the residency, participants shall be responsible for maintaining both their assigned workspace 
and the shared areas in a clean and orderly condition. The violin makers collectively contribute to the 
management and upkeep of the workshop. Operational rules and procedures will be shared with all 
participants. 
At the end of the residency period, all premises and equipment must be returned in the same condition in 
which they were received. 
Applicants shall be responsible for any travel, accommodation and living expenses, as well as for the purchase 
of personal equipment and consumable materials. 
Failure to comply with the above obligations may result in termination of the loan-for-use agreement. 

 
Art. 6 – Submission of Applications 
Individuals wishing to apply for the available positions must submit the following documents by email to 
info@liutailab.it: 

1. A photocopy of a valid identity document; 
2. The application form attached to this call, available for download from the workshop website at 

www.liutailab.it, duly completed and signed in all its parts; 
3. A curriculum vitae not exceeding two pages; 
4. A project proposal outlining the applicant’s motivations, objectives, working methods and 

expectations in relation to the residency programme (between 800 and 1,500 characters). 
An Open Day will be held on 12 September at 11:00 a.m., during which the project will be presented and 
participants will have the opportunity to visit the workshop and meet the people currently working there. 
Those wishing to attend must register by sending an email to info@liutailab.it. Confirmation of registration 
will be provided by reply. 

 
Art. 7 – Deadlines 
Applications must be submitted in PDF format no later than 10 October 2026 to the email address 
info@liutailab.it. 
The results of the selection process will be communicated by 30 October 2026. 
 

Article 8 – Selection Process 
Applications will be reviewed and assessed by a Selection Committee, which may contact applicants for an 
interview in order to evaluate their motivation and identify the most appropriate means of integration into 
the project. 
The Selection Committee will identify the successful applicants but reserves the right not to award any 
residency place. 
The decisions and assessment criteria of the Selection Committee shall be final and not subject to appeal. 
 
For further information: 
Mobile: +39 348 2547041 for italian (Maurizio) 
Mobile: +39 334 1762507 for english (Ilaria) 
Email: info@liutailab.it 
 
Milan, 1 July 2026 
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